Journal of Social Knowledge Education (JSKE)
Vol. 5, No. 4, November 2024, pp. 180~192
ISSN: 2722-046X, DOI: 10.37251/jske.v5i4.1053 a 180

Revitalizing Islamic Cultural History: The Impact and Implementation of
Online Learning

Muntohar!, Nabiswa Martin Wasike?
IState Islamic High School 2 Cilacap, Central Java, Indonesia
2University of Nairobi, Kenya

Avrticle Info ABSTRACT

Article history: Purpose of the study: This research aims to provide an overview of the process
. and results of implementing online learning in Islamic cultural history subjects

Received Jun 29, 2024 at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap.

Revised Nov 1, 2024 _ o s

Accepted Nov 19, 2024 Methodology: The type of research used by researchers in this research is field

Online First Nov 30, 2024 techniques using a qualitative descriptive approach.

Main Findings: The results of this research include the objectives of online

learning for the history of Islamic culture at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap,
Keywords: which consists of e-learning based learning to make learning materials
accessible to other people. The benefits of online learning are to overcome space
and time limitations between teachers and students. The advantages and
obstacles of online learning.

Information Technology

Islamic Cultural History

Online Learning
Novelty/Originality of this study This research provides a unique contribution
by presenting specific information about the implementation of online learning
in the Islamic High School environment with a focus on the history of Islamic
culture. This can be a reference and source of inspiration for further research in
a similar context.

This is an open access article under the CC BY license

Corresponding Author:

Muntohar,

State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap, Central Java

JI. KH. Sufyan Tsauri, Cigaru, Cibeunying, Kec. Majenang, Kabupaten Cilacap, Jawa Tengah 53257
Indonesia

Email: mnthrrmunthr@gmail.com

1. INTRODUCTION

The use of technology in the era of globalization has influenced the implementation of learning activities
to become more modern. In this era, technology is developing very rapidly, one of which is Information
Technology (IT) [1]-[3]. This technology provides alternative teaching materials that can be used and accessed by
students in various forms, such as CDs, DVDs, flash drives, and others [4], [5]. The I1T-based learning system
implemented by schools during the Covid-19 pandemic is to use an online learning system with the e-learning
method [6], [7].

The e-learning method is an educational process that utilizes internet facilities as a solution in learning
media [8], [9]. This computer-based learning program aims to increase student learning motivation because
computers can display various types of interesting learning, ranging from text, video, animation, and others [10],
[11]. In addition, internet media also makes it easier for students to access various sources of information, including
web pages. Through this web page, students can form a learning or communication network known as virtual
learning or e-learning [12], [13].
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The use of media in learning can make the teaching and learning process more practical and efficient
[14], [15]. The difficulty of a teacher in delivering material can be reduced by the presence of media that acts as
an intermediary for unclear material [16], [17]. Learning by utilizing information media makes the material more
interesting [18], [19]. Various types of learning media such as worksheets, textbooks, and modules are commonly
used [20]. In addition, audio-visual media such as learning videos, macromedia, and PowerPoint have also been
developed, and their use through the internet network is part of e-learning [21]. The internet as a learning resource
has given birth to the concept of e-learning which is very relevant in this digital era [22].

Online learning for the subject of Islamic Cultural History in delivering material and the learning process
uses the e-learning method to make it easier for students and teachers to access learning activities remotely. Online
learning is a new challenge for teachers that requires them to master online learning media in order to carry out
learning activities that are expected to be creative in the learning process so that learning objectives can be achieved
optimally. When learning activities take place, it is necessary to pay attention to effectiveness, namely the extent
to which the level of success is achieved [23]. The characteristics of an effective learning program are that it can
successfully bring students to achieve the learning objectives that have been set [24], [25], provide active learning
experiences, and involve students directly to support the achievement of learning objectives.

Therefore, the teacher's ability to deliver learning is an important factor in determining the level of success
of a learning process [26], [27]. Teachers are expected to be able to package the material well and pay attention to
the right delivery method. The success of teachers in delivering material is very dependent on the smoothness of
communication with students. One of the means that can facilitate communication between teachers and students
is to utilize the internet network through the e-learning method.

In this study, the researcher used the e-learning method with a static model because the learning time for
the subject of Islamic Cultural History is very short, which is only one lesson hour per week. With this method,
the researcher hopes that this material can be studied completely via the internet without waiting for an explanation
from the teacher, and can improve student learning outcomes so that learning can be carried out completely. The
researcher assumes that learning that utilizes information technology has a positive impact on students and
teachers. With the existence of e-learning media, it is hoped that the learning process will be more conducive,
increase student interest, and enrich their learning process, which in turn can improve the results achieved. E-
learning requires students to be able to interact with the internet, access extensive information, challenge them,
and provide learning materials that can be accessed at any time.

The gap between previous research conducted by Nambiar [28] and the current research can be seen in
that the previous research focused more on the general impact of online learning on students and teachers during
the COVID-19 pandemic, by identifying challenges such as technical difficulties, inequities in access, and
differences in perspectives between students and teachers. However, the current research shifts to examine how
online learning can be used as a tool to revitalize Islamic cultural history, with a focus on more specific
implementations in cultural and religious contexts. The gap in this research lies in the difference in purpose and
context: while previous research was more global and generic, the current research seeks to explore how
educational technology can be used to introduce and preserve a specific cultural heritage, in this case Islamic
cultural history, through innovative online platforms.

This research has a high urgency because of the need to preserve and disseminate the rich history and
culture of Islam, especially amidst the rapid development of information technology. In this digital era, online
learning offers great potential to access and integrate Islamic history and culture materials into the educational
curriculum more widely, without being hindered by geographical or resource constraints. Through this research,
it is hoped that innovative ways can be found to implement online learning that not only conveys historical
knowledge, but also introduces Islamic values and traditions that can enrich the understanding of the younger
generation. In addition, this research also opens up opportunities to create an inclusive, in-depth, and interactive
learning platform that is able to reach a wider and more diverse community.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in conducting research to reveal how to apply
online learning to the subject of Islamic Cultural History at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap, considering that
students are very interested in current technological developments that utilize computer technology and computer
networks. E-learning comes from the Ministry of Religion for the distance learning process during the Covid-19
pandemic, where learning is done at home. This is important for the research of a teacher of Islamic Cultural
History in forming quality students amidst today's technological advances.

2. RESEARCH METHOD
2.1. Types of Research

The research conducted by the author uses a field research method with a qualitative descriptive approach.
Descriptive research is research that aims to collect information about the status of an existing phenomenon, which
describes the condition of the phenomenon as it is at the time the research is conducted [29]. Qualitative research
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methods are research conducted in natural settings, which focus on understanding the actual situation directly in
the field [30].

The approach used in this study is a qualitative descriptive approach, namely research that aims to
describe and answer phenomena related to single variables, as well as the relationship or comparison between
various variables. Qualitative research methods are used to examine the condition of natural objects (different from
experiments), with researchers as the main instrument [31], [32]. Data collection techniques are carried out by
triangulation (combination), data analysis is inductive, and the results of qualitative research emphasize meaning
rather than generalization.

2.2. Data Collection Techniques

In qualitative research, various techniques are employed to collect data, each serving a specific purpose
in obtaining the information needed by the researcher. Three primary methods often used in this type of research
are observation, interviews, and documentation.

The observation method is one of the most effective techniques, often complemented by observation
formats or checklists as instruments. In this method, the researcher’s role is to be highly attentive, carefully
observing events, movements, or processes to gather factual data about the world of reality. Observation forms the
foundation of scientific inquiry, as it provides direct insights into the phenomena being studied. Prior to conducting
observations, researchers typically gather as much information as possible. Subsequently, they focus on specific
aspects of the data to identify patterns of behavior and recurring relationships. Once these themes emerge, they
become the focal point of further investigation. Observational data collection can be classified into participant
observation and non-participant observation [33], [34]. In participant observation, the researcher actively engages
with the community or subjects being observed, thus gaining deeper insights into their behaviors and interactions.
In contrast, non-participant observation involves the researcher remaining an external observer without direct
involvement in the activities being studied [35]. For example, in this study, the researcher used the observation
method to explore the applications used by teachers in delivering Islamic Cultural History lessons during online
learning at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap. Observations were conducted with teachers such as Mr. Moh.
Sulaiman, Mrs. Fajar Indriyani, and Mr. Saeful Ahmad Fauzi.

The interview method involves a conversation between two individuals aimed at exchanging information
and ideas through a question-and-answer process. Interviews are a powerful tool for constructing meaning around
a particular topic, as they help uncover the underlying issues being researched. In qualitative research, interviews
are typically structured to answer specific research questions. The structure can vary, with structured interviews
involving predefined questions and alternative answers that guide the conversation, ensuring that the researcher
collects the necessary data. On the other hand, unstructured interviews are more flexible, allowing for open-ended
discussions where the researcher does not follow a rigid set of questions but instead focuses on general themes or
topics. In this study, the researcher conducted an interview with Mr. Hariyant, at State Islamic High School 2
Cilacap to gather information about the school's background, its classes, teacher training, and student population.
Another interview was conducted with Mr. Sulaiman via WhatsApp, where written questions were sent to gather
insights on his teaching experience. Additionally, interviews with students were conducted via Google Forms,
addressing topics such as the general learning process, objectives, and the strengths and weaknesses of online
learning in the Islamic Cultural History subject.

The documentation method refers to the collection of data in the form of written or recorded materials,
such as notes, books, transcripts, newspapers, meeting minutes, or other relevant documents [36]. This method is
particularly useful in supporting and validating findings obtained through observation or interviews. For instance,
the researcher used the documentation method to obtain written materials and other resources related to online
learning in Islamic Cultural History at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap. These documents served as
supplementary evidence, enhancing the credibility and depth of the research findings.

By employing these three data collection methods—observation, interviews, and documentation—the
researcher was able to gather comprehensive and credible information to explore the topic of online learning in
Islamic Cultural History at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap.

2.3. Data Analysis Techniques

Data analysis is a systematic process of examining and organizing data collected from interviews, field
notes, and documentation. This process involves categorizing the data, breaking it down into meaningful units,
synthesizing the information, and arranging it into patterns. Through this analysis, the researcher identifies key
themes and determines which aspects are significant for further study. Ultimately, the goal is to draw conclusions
that are clear and comprehensible to both the researcher and others involved in the study.

In qualitative research, one commonly used model for data analysis is the Miles and Huberman
framework, which is particularly suited for data collected through direct interaction and fieldwork. This model
suggests that data analysis occurs in an interactive, ongoing process, continuing until the data reaches a point of
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saturation, where no new insights are being gained. According to Miles and Huberman (1984), qualitative data
analysis involves three key stages: data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification.

Data reduction is the first step in the analysis process and is necessary due to the vast amount of data
often collected in qualitative research [37]. As researchers spend more time in the field, the volume and complexity
of data increase, making it difficult to manage. Data reduction involves summarizing, selecting, and focusing on
the most important elements, identifying patterns, and searching for themes. By reducing the data, the researcher
can simplify and clarify the information, making it easier to identify the key points and guide further data collection
if needed. In some cases, electronic tools such as computers may assist in data reduction by providing codes for
specific aspects of the data.

After reducing the data, the next step is to present it in a way that is easy to interpret. In qualitative
research, data presentation can take various forms, such as brief descriptions, charts, flowcharts, or relationships
between categories. Miles and Huberman (1984) note that narrative text has been the most common form of data
display in qualitative research [38]. Other useful formats for presenting data include graphs, matrices, and network
diagrams. These visual representations help organize and communicate the data more effectively, allowing
researchers to see patterns and relationships more clearly.

The final step in data analysis is drawing conclusions and verifying them through further investigation.
In qualitative research, the initial conclusions are often tentative and subject to change as additional data is
collected. If these preliminary conclusions are supported by consistent and valid evidence when the researcher
returns to the field, they can be considered credible. Verification involves checking the reliability of the
conclusions by seeking confirmation from additional data sources or further inquiry. By the end of the analysis
process, the researcher will have arrived at well-supported conclusions that offer a deeper understanding of the
research topic.

In summary, Miles and Huberman’s model of data analysis offers a structured approach to handling
qualitative data, ensuring that it is carefully reduced, clearly presented, and thoroughly verified. This iterative
process helps researchers gain meaningful insights and draw credible conclusions from their fieldwork.

2.4. Research Procedures

The research procedure begins with the planning stage, which includes determining the research
objectives, selecting data collection methods, and selecting the subjects or objects of research. Furthermore, the
researcher collects data using three main methods, namely observation, interviews, and documentation. In the
observation stage, the researcher observes the process of learning the history of Islamic culture online at State
Islamic High School 2 Cilacap with a focus on the applications used by teachers in delivering the material. The
researcher then continues with structured interviews with teachers and interviews with students to explore further
information about their experiences in online learning. Documentation is also used to obtain additional data in the
form of teaching materials, academic records, and other related documents. After the data is collected, the
researcher conducts data analysis using the Miles and Huberman model, which consists of three stages: data
reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions. In the data reduction stage, the researcher filters and
summarizes important information, while in the data presentation stage, the information is arranged in the form of
a narrative or diagram to facilitate understanding. Finally, the researcher draws temporary conclusions that are
verified through further data collection until valid and reliable results are obtained.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
3.1. General description of online learning for Islamic cultural history subjects

Online learning for the subject of Islamic Cultural History at State Islamic Senior High School 2 Cilacap
uses an e-learning application developed by the Ministry of Religion, which is designed to facilitate access and
the learning process. This pandemic forced schools to adapt to distance learning as an effort to prevent the spread
of the virus. At State Islamic Senior High School 2 Cilacap, Islamic Cultural History learning was carried out
online for the first time using an e-learning application provided by the Ministry of Religion. This e-learning is
designed to support the teaching and learning process at the Islamic school, with various parties involved, such as
Islamic school operators, subject teachers, counseling teachers, homeroom teachers, students, and supervisors
(head of Islamic school and staff). The e-learning application used has several important roles. The Islamic school
operator (administrator) is responsible for managing data related to the use of the application and managing student
and Islamic school information. Subject teachers teach according to their assigned fields and play an active role in
delivering learning materials to students. Counseling teachers provide guidance to students to support their
personal development outside of academic lessons [39]. Homeroom teachers have an important role in maintaining
relationships between students, parents, and the school, as well as helping to ensure student discipline and
motivation to learn. Students are learners who take part in online learning and are expected to actively participate.
Finally, supervisors (head of Islamic school and staff) play a role in overseeing the quality of learning and
providing support to teachers.

Revitalizing Islamic Cultural History: The Impact and Implementation of Online Learning ...(Muntohar)



184 a ISSN: 2722-046X

Since the implementation of e-learning, State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap has continued to use this
platform as part of online learning. The use of this e-learning application is in line with government policies that
require learning to be carried out online. In the early days of implementing e-learning, teachers and students
adapted to new technologies, utilizing applications such as Google Classroom and WhatsApp to support the
learning process. WhatsApp is used as a communication tool between teachers and students, while Google
Classroom is used to deliver materials, organize assignments, and facilitate class discussions. Although e-learning
makes it easier to access learning, some students experience challenges, such as boredom, because they cannot
interact directly with teachers like in face-to-face learning.

To overcome this problem, the Islamic school issued a policy to implement learning from home, with the
hope that students would remain focused on the material being studied even though learning was carried out online.
Despite the obstacles, online learning has proven to be very helpful in the smooth running of the teaching and
learning process. Educators utilize various information media to deliver material and keep students interested in
the lesson. One of the efforts made by teachers is to use various learning models so that students do not get bored.
For example, educators at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap utilize two main applications, namely WhatsApp
for communication and Google Classroom for teaching and learning activities. By using these two applications,
learning becomes more interactive and interesting for students, and makes it easier for teachers to manage the
online learning process.

Learning is a process in which teachers or teaching staff guide students to encourage them to learn [40],
[41]. The History of Islamic Culture is one part of learning at Islamic high school, with the aim of providing a
deeper foundation and outlook on life about the history of Islamic civilization. Learning the History of Islamic
Culture is now carried out using the e-learning method, because face-to-face learning at school is no longer
possible. This online learning, although it has challenges, is an alternative to ensure the continuity of education in
the midst of a situation that does not allow for direct meetings.

Initially, teachers only provided material without adequate explanation, so that students had difficulty
understanding the material. Assignments were only sent via the internet and students were asked to copy the
material into their notebooks. Learning is now done at home to avoid crowds and prevent the spread of the virus
from spreading further. In conditions like this, learning utilizes information technology, where teachers and
students interact with each other through various online learning applications.

Although initially students complained about online learning, over time they began to get used to it
because of its flexibility which allows learning anywhere. In online learning, students can learn in a more relaxed
way, even while lying down, but still go through the process of learning Islamic Cultural History. This online
learning also provides benefits for students because they can do other work while learning is taking place. Although
the Covid-19 pandemic is still ongoing and even though learning is done online, restrictions on face-to-face
learning are still in place because efforts to prevent the spread of the virus have not yet reached a meeting point.

The effectiveness of learning, especially at the school level, now depends heavily on the use of online
methods and e-learning, which utilize the internet network and technological developments to support the teaching
and learning process. Initially, students did not make good use of information technology, but with this pandemic,
they began to be more active in using technology to search for materials related to the learning delivered by the
teacher. Learning Islamic Cultural History through online media uploaded by the teacher, as well as the use of
information technology, aims to prevent students from getting bored just by being given writing assignments. This
more interactive learning is expected to maintain student interest and increase the effectiveness of the teaching and
learning process even though it is done online.

3.2. Online Learning Process for Islamic Cultural History Subjects

Online learning based on e-learning applications is very useful in delivering Islamic Cultural History
learning materials with a digital concept. The source of material for this learning is not only in the form of text,
but also includes visual data such as maps, historical records, and other historical artifacts that support the learning
process at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap. The use of online media through e-learning applications provides
great benefits for students and educators, especially in the subject of Islamic Cultural History. With online media,
the teaching and learning process becomes more interesting and easier to understand. Teachers can deliver material
optimally by using various media, such as videos, images, and maps, in the form of digital files that can be stored
and backed up via e-learning. Online learning began in early 2020, precisely in March, and until now, the learning
process is still taking place online in accordance with government regulations. Initially, online learning used an
application developed by the Ministry of Religion, but over time, due to several obstacles and improvements, the
use of the WhatsApp application has become more effective and is now more widely used by teachers in the
teaching and learning process. However, learning Islamic Cultural History at Islamic high school did not run
completely smoothly. Many students face problems when accessing e-learning applications, such as difficulty
opening the application due to signal problems or forgetting passwords. In addition, not all students have devices
that support online learning, such as smartphones or computers. This causes complaints from both teachers and
students, given the significant differences between online and face-to-face (offline) learning.
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The subject of Islamic Cultural History that I teach uses two main applications, namely Google Classroom
and WhatsApp. Before starting the learning process, 1 first inform via WhatsApp that learning will be carried out
through Google Classroom. Students then take attendance before starting learning. For evaluation, | use Google
Forms, which allows me to find out which students have submitted assignments and which have not. Students who
have not submitted assignments will receive a warning and sanctions in the form of PAT (End of Year Assessment)
scores that do not appear on the report card if they do not submit assignments related to the evaluation.

During the learning process, teachers use several additional applications, such as Google Classroom, WPS
Office, and YouTube. All learning materials must be downloaded and students are asked to describe the results of
learning Islamic Cultural History in the form of WPS Office documents, which are then uploaded via Google
Classroom. These applications make the teaching and learning process easier, and if there are students who do not
understand the material, they can ask questions even though it is only through an online platform. Although these
applications are very good for the learning process, many students feel bored with the appearance that tends to be
monotonous and unattractive. Therefore, teachers must be good at presenting materials so that students remain
enthusiastic about learning. In addition, teachers also provide warnings to students so that they are aware of the
mistakes they have made, and students are expected to apologize to the teacher if the mistake does not have a
major impact on the learning process. Learning during the Covid-19 pandemic is indeed challenging, but teachers
continue to strive to keep the learning process effective and interesting for students.

E-learning applications are very helpful in the process of learning Islamic Cultural History at State Islamic
Senior High School 2 Cilacap. This application is used by various parties, ranging from Islamic school
administrators (Kamad and curriculum), subject teachers, to students. Although e-learning brings many benefits,
the use of this application is limited by internet quota and limited networks in the surrounding environment. Before
starting the learning process, teachers must actively prepare materials by creating content that is then uploaded to
the e-learning platform. The effectiveness of learning is highly dependent on how teachers deliver the material. If
teachers are able to compile materials well, the learning process will run effectively. Conversely, if the material is
not prepared well, learning can become monotonous because students do not get enough understanding. To support
smooth learning, in addition to e-learning, teachers also often use the WhatsApp and Google Classroom
applications.

Providing Islamic Cultural History material to students can be done through various applications,
including YouTube. In the evaluation process, teachers often use quizzes, where each question is given a certain
time so that students are more enthusiastic and do not miss out on doing assignments. However, the WhatsApp
application is used more often because almost all students have this application. These applications greatly assist
the learning process, but sometimes the learning process is not effective if there are students who are distracted or
playing around. In situations like this, the teacher will give a warning so that students focus more on learning. The
teacher also delivers the material according to the lesson plan that has been prepared, making it easier for students
to receive the Islamic Cultural History material. The learning resources used include books, worksheets, and the
internet, which makes it easier for students to find information related to the material being taught.

Over time, the applications used for online learning have continued to develop. Initially, learning was
carried out using e-learning applications provided by the Ministry of Religion, but due to several technical
constraints, learning then switched to using applications such as Google Classroom. These applications make it
easier for teachers and students in the learning process, although some technical constraints remain, such as
difficulty in opening the application or network problems. However, teachers and administrators have an important
role in overcoming this problem, such as helping students who have difficulty accessing e-learning applications.
In addition, teachers also provide motivation before learning begins so that students remain enthusiastic even
though learning is done online at home, which often causes boredom.

To ensure smooth learning, teachers not only provide materials, but also organize assignments and
evaluations well. Teachers use Google Forms to conduct evaluations, which allows teachers to monitor whether
students have submitted assignments or not. Students who do not submit assignments will receive warnings and
sanctions. In addition, teachers also use applications such as WPS Office and YouTube to support more interesting
and less boring learning. Creative delivery of materials is very important so that students remain enthusiastic even
though learning is done online. If there are students who do not understand the material, they can ask via Google
Classroom or WhatsApp, although sometimes the difference between online and face-to-face (offline) learning
causes difficulties.

Overall, online learning using e-learning applications brings many benefits to the teaching and learning
process at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap, especially in pandemic conditions that require learning to be done
at home. The applications used facilitate communication between teachers and students, allowing students to
access learning materials more flexibly. Although there are some technical constraints, such as network problems
and application access, the role of teachers and administrators is very important in ensuring that the learning
process runs smoothly. Teachers must be creative in delivering materials and keeping students focused and not
bored with online learning.
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Table 3. Subjects History of Islamic Culture in classes X and XI at State Islamic High School 2 Cilacap

Class Material Model

Power point material on the development of Islam during
the Khulafaurrasyidin period and video on the
development of Islam during the period Khaulafaurrasyidin

The Development of Islam in the
Khulafaurrasyidin Period

Describes the Islamic Civilization of the Umayyad Daula
in Damascus in the video via the link provided via e-
learning.

X Islamic Civilization of the Umayyad
Daula in Damascus

Video material on the Islamic civilization of the Umayyad
Daulah in Andalusia in power point form using sound
to explain.

Islamic Civilization of the Umayyad
Daula in Andalusia

Renewal Movement in Islam Provide inside material power point format .

x|  The causes of the decline of Islam and  Providing material in PowerPoint form and students taking
the background to the emergence of the  notes on the material
tajdid movement notebooks .

3.3. Online Learning Objectives for Islamic Cultural History Subjects

The aim of e-learning is to enable teachers to create and deliver learning materials not only to students
but also to a wider audience via e-learning applications that can be accessed through the internet. In addition to e-
learning, teachers utilize other applications such as WhatsApp, YouTube, and Google Classroom to facilitate
learning activities. These platforms allow students to engage with the material more easily and communicate with
teachers, ensuring that the learning process is flexible and accessible. The access codes for e-learning and Google
Classroom, along with information about student interaction, are typically shared through WhatsApp, making it
an essential tool for communication.

The learning process has undergone significant changes, especially with the shift to online education in
line with Indonesian government regulations. Before the pandemic, material delivery was done face-to-face in the
classroom, but due to the health risks posed by Covid-19, schools have transitioned to online learning. This shift
has required teachers to adapt and become more creative in their delivery of material, utilizing digital tools to
engage students effectively. Online learning not only provides a platform for delivering traditional lessons but also
encourages students to use technology to create content, particularly for assignments related to the History of
Islamic Culture.

E-learning is especially important for subjects like the History of Islamic Culture, where learning
materials are often presented as stories or texts in traditional history books. With the help of internet media,
including YouTube, students can access audiovisual content on their smartphones or computers, enhancing their
understanding of Islamic history. Through video resources, students can learn about Islamic figures, events, and
cultural developments, making the subject more dynamic and engaging. The use of e-learning also helps combat
boredom by offering diverse ways of presenting information, which is crucial for maintaining student interest and
participation.

The forums available within e-learning platforms play a vital role in organizing and streamlining the
learning process. These forums allow students to receive material tailored to their specific class, track attendance,
and submit assignments. They also provide a space for teachers to evaluate student progress through tools such as
Computer-Based Testing (CBT). This system encourages students to focus more on their work rather than
distractions like games or cheating, as they have set time limits to complete their evaluations. The ability to track
progress through CBT also ensures that students are actively engaged and can receive immediate feedback on their
performance.

The integration of online media during the Covid-19 pandemic has made learning both effective and
enjoyable. The use of video platforms like YouTube has brought Islamic history to life, providing students with a
deeper understanding of the subject, from the life of the Prophet Muhammad to the spread of Islam across the
world. In this way, online learning has transformed the way students interact with historical content, offering a
richer and more comprehensive learning experience. Teachers have also adapted by using WhatsApp for
evaluations, where they send assignment questions in PDF form. This method allows students to complete
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assignments at their own pace and submit them directly to the teacher, ensuring that the learning process remains
flexible and efficient.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, online learning has been the primary mode of education, with tools
like e-learning, WhatsApp, Google Classroom, and YouTube becoming integral to the teaching and learning
process. These platforms provide students with access to learning materials, enable easy communication between
teachers and students, and allow for the efficient submission of assignments and evaluations. As a result, students
no longer have to rely solely on textbooks or physical learning materials but can explore a variety of online
resources to enhance their knowledge.

The Indonesian government’s push for online learning during the pandemic aimed to mitigate the spread
of Covid-19 and ensure that education could continue uninterrupted. Many schools were unprepared for this
sudden shift, but the adaptation to e-learning applications has allowed for the continuation of education in a safe
and accessible manner. The goals of online learning include improving the delivery of material by teachers,
enhancing their creativity in presenting content, and improving the overall quality of education. This transition has
also allowed schools, such as Islamic high school, to fully utilize information technology in education.

E-learning is particularly beneficial in the study of the History of Islamic Culture, as it allows students to
explore Islamic history beyond traditional readings. Students can now access videos and other online resources
that highlight the significant contributions of Islamic figures, the spread of Islam in the archipelago, and the
historical roots of Islamic culture. These resources help students differentiate Islamic culture from foreign
influences and understand its key principles, such as modesty, good manners, and mutual cooperation. By
integrating these resources into the learning process, students are not only gaining historical knowledge but also
developing a greater appreciation for their cultural heritage.

The use of online platforms also supports more active student participation. Through e-learning forums,
students can track their progress, engage with their peers, and submit assignments. These forums, such as those
for attendance, assignments, and evaluations, are designed to make the learning process more organized and
efficient. Moreover, the use of Computer-Based Testing (CBT) for evaluations ensures that students are assessed
in a way that minimizes distractions and promotes focus on the task at hand. This system of evaluation has replaced
traditional paper-based tests, reducing the need for printing and promoting a more environmentally friendly
approach to education.

The shift to online learning has not been without challenges. Teachers and students alike have had to
adapt to new tools and technologies, and some have faced difficulties in accessing e-learning platforms due to
connectivity issues or device limitations. However, the role of teachers and administrators in troubleshooting these
problems has been essential in ensuring that students can continue their studies. The flexibility of online learning
also allows for a more personalized approach to education, where students can learn at their own pace and access
additional resources online.

In conclusion, e-learning has become a crucial component of the educational process, particularly in the
study of Islamic culture. By utilizing various digital platforms, teachers are able to deliver content more effectively,
while students benefit from a more engaging and diverse learning experience. The transition to online learning has
not only facilitated the continuation of education during the pandemic but also opened new opportunities for
innovation in teaching and learning, ensuring that education remains accessible, effective, and relevant in the
digital age.

3.4. Utilization of Online Learning in Islamic Cultural History Subjects

E-learning was designed to bridge the gap between teachers and students, overcoming limitations of space
and time. It enables learning to take place asynchronously, meaning students and teachers are not bound by a fixed
time or physical location. This flexibility allows for education to continue regardless of geographical or temporal
constraints, making learning more accessible and adaptable. With e-learning, students can engage in lessons at
their own pace, which is particularly advantageous in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, which forced the
closure of schools and made traditional face-to-face learning impossible.

The implementation of e-learning offers significant benefits to the educational process. It allows for
greater access to resources, especially for subjects like History of Islamic Culture, which are often not
comprehensively explained in traditional classroom settings. This encourages students to be more proactive in
seeking out additional resources to deepen their understanding of the material. With the internet at their fingertips,
students can explore various sources—videos, articles, academic papers, and other multimedia materials—
broadening their knowledge and enhancing their curiosity. This active exploration promotes critical thinking and
independence, which are key components of building a well-rounded education.

In the context of History of Islamic Culture, where the material is sometimes underexplored in standard
textbooks, e-learning empowers students to take charge of their learning. For example, students might be
encouraged to watch videos or view PowerPoint presentations uploaded by teachers, and then reflect on the content
in a more personalized way. They can discuss their observations in forums or submit written reflections, linking
what they have learned to broader historical and cultural contexts. This method fosters deeper engagement with
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the material, making learning more interactive and meaningful. Furthermore, it allows students to develop skills
in analyzing and synthesizing information from various sources.

Distance learning has become essential, particularly with the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic, which
disrupted traditional education systems worldwide. Schools, including those in Indonesia, were forced to adapt
quickly to online learning in order to protect students and staff from the virus. As a result, the use of e-learning
platforms, such as Google Classroom, Zoom, and WhatsApp, became widespread. These tools enabled teachers to
continue delivering lessons and assignments, while students could access educational resources and interact with
their peers and teachers remotely. The government’s initiative to shift to online learning provided a critical
framework for maintaining educational continuity during a period of unprecedented disruption.

One of the advantages of using platforms like Google Classroom is the ability for teachers to send
multimedia content, such as videos or PowerPoint presentations, that are designed to supplement traditional
teaching methods. For example, in the History of Islamic Culture class, teachers might send links to videos that
explain key historical events or cultural practices, allowing students to watch and absorb the material at their own
pace. This approach makes the learning process less rigid and more flexible, encouraging students to engage with
the content in a less stressful environment. Students can pause, rewind, or replay the videos as needed, ensuring
they fully comprehend the material before moving on.

The integration of various forms of media—sound, visuals, and audio-visuals—into e-learning helps to
increase both the efficiency and effectiveness of the learning process. These media formats appeal to different
learning styles, ensuring that students can engage with the content in a way that suits their preferences. Visual
learners benefit from images and videos, while auditory learners can focus on sound or narration. The combination
of these formats accelerates the learning process by making abstract concepts more tangible and accessible, which
is particularly important in subjects that require conceptual understanding, like History of Islamic Culture.

Moreover, e-learning platforms foster independent learning by enabling students to explore materials
beyond the textbook. When teachers do not provide all the necessary explanations, students are encouraged to
search for additional resources online. This self-directed learning not only expands students’ knowledge but also
helps them develop critical research skills. In the case of History of Islamic Culture, students may explore articles,
videos, or other academic resources that provide additional context or different perspectives on the material,
enhancing their understanding of historical events and cultural dynamics.

Online learning also simplifies the assignment submission process. Students can complete assignments
digitally and submit them through e-learning platforms, making the process more convenient and reducing the
need for physical paperwork. This is particularly useful in an era where physical distancing is crucial for health
and safety. The ease of submitting assignments online, coupled with the ability to receive feedback quickly, ensures
that students stay on track with their learning goals. Teachers can also monitor progress more effectively, offering
timely interventions when necessary.

Furthermore, the use of e-learning allows for a more personalized learning experience. Students can work
at their own pace, spending more time on challenging topics and advancing faster through areas they find easier.
This flexibility is essential for accommodating students with different learning needs and speeds. For example,
some students may find certain aspects of History of Islamic Culture particularly engaging and wish to explore
them in greater depth, while others may need more time to grasp the foundational concepts. E-learning supports
both scenarios by offering a range of resources and assessment tools that cater to individual needs.

In conclusion, e-learning has revolutionized the way students engage with the subject of History of
Islamic Culture. By providing a range of resources that go beyond textbooks, allowing for multimedia content and
self-directed exploration, and enabling flexible and convenient assignment submission, e-learning enhances both
the efficiency and enjoyment of learning. It offers students the opportunity to actively engage with the material,
develop independent research skills, and gain a deeper understanding of the subject. As online learning continues
to evolve, it will undoubtedly play an increasingly central role in shaping the future of education, particularly in
terms of accessibility, flexibility, and personalized learning experiences.

3.5.  Advantages of Online Learning in Islamic Cultural History Subjects

E-learning has had a major impact on the learning process, especially for teaching Islamic Cultural
History in Islamic high school. By using this technology, both teachers and students can experience various
benefits that were previously difficult to achieve in face-to-face learning. For teachers, e-learning makes it easier
to plan and prepare learning materials. They can create more interactive and interesting content, such as videos,
presentation slides, or other reading materials that can be accessed by students at any time. In addition,
communication between teachers and students becomes smoother and more organized, because the material can
be delivered through the platforms that have been provided, such as Google Classroom or WhatsApp, which allows
students to ask questions and discuss without time and place constraints. With the documentation of interactions
in the system, teachers can also track student progress more easily, so that the evaluation and feedback process
can be carried out quickly and efficiently.
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For students, e-learning provides the freedom to access learning materials outside the limited space and
time limits of traditional classes. They can search for additional references through various sources on the internet,
such as journals, articles, and videos, which enrich their understanding of Islamic Cultural History. Students'
curiosity also increases, because they do not only rely on textbooks, but can also explore the material in a more
active and independent way. On the other hand, the use of electronic media such as videos or animations allows
students to learn in a more fun and less boring way, and can learn the material in a more in-depth and contextual
way.

In addition, e-learning makes it easier for students to do assignments and exams. They can submit
assignments through platforms such as Google Forms or CBT (Computer Based Test), which allows for faster and
more structured collection and assessment of assignments. This simpler evaluation process not only saves time but
also reduces paper usage, making it more environmentally friendly. Technology-based learning also reduces the
stress that students usually experience in traditional classroom situations, because they can set their own time and
place to study. This allows students to learn in a more comfortable and stress-free way, which in turn improves
their understanding and learning outcomes.

At the Islamic high school level, e-learning helps in overcoming the obstacles that occurred during the
Covid-19 pandemic. The learning process that was previously carried out face-to-face had to switch to distance
learning, and e-learning is an effective solution. E-learning platforms such as Google Classroom, WhatsApp, and
Zoom make it easy for schools to continue the teaching and learning process even in challenging conditions. In
addition, e-learning also encourages the creation of a more open and collaborative learning atmosphere. Teachers
and students can exchange ideas, discuss, and share knowledge directly through forums on the platform. This not
only improves student understanding but also strengthens the relationship between teachers and students even
though they do not meet physically.

Overall, e-learning brings many benefits to teaching Islamic Cultural History in Islamic high school. The
learning process becomes more flexible, efficient, and enjoyable, both for teachers and students. Teachers can
design more creative and interesting materials, while students can learn in a more independent and organized way.
Technology-based learning also encourages students to be more active in seeking knowledge from various sources,
which in turn improves the quality of their learning. In a broader context, e-learning also builds a more modern
and innovative learning atmosphere, which is in accordance with the development of the times and the demands
of the global education world.

3.6.  Barriers to Online Learning in Islamic Cultural History Subjects

The shift to e-learning, accelerated by the Covid-19 pandemic, has brought both opportunities and
significant obstacles for students and teachers. One of the biggest challenges is the issue of bandwidth and signal
problems. Many students, particularly in rural areas or places with inadequate internet infrastructure, struggle to
access the necessary tools for online learning. Since e-learning platforms are not integrated into the government's
free data quota program, students are forced to purchase their own internet data, often relying on the financial
support of their parents. This creates an additional barrier for those in low-income households, as internet access
becomes a financial burden, particularly when data or connectivity is unstable.

A major difficulty in online learning, especially in subjects like the History of Islamic Culture, is the
challenge of student engagement. Teachers often find it hard to gauge students’ participation, especially when
using video-conferencing tools like Zoom. Many students, for example, turn off their cameras during lessons or
leave the meeting altogether, citing technical issues like poor signal or internet disconnection. In some cases,
students may claim their internet is down, or they may simply not participate actively, thinking that their attendance
alone is enough. This passive attitude towards learning is detrimental to their education, as they miss out on the
full benefits of interactive online classes.

In addition to signal and connectivity issues, students often face difficulties when trying to log into e-
learning platforms. These issues are compounded by slow internet speeds, which result in delays in submitting
assignments or receiving learning materials. Despite efforts by teachers and IT staff to resolve technical issues,
many students become frustrated by long waiting times or repeated problems, and some abandon the e-learning
process altogether. For instance, when assignments are submitted late due to poor connectivity, students are unable
to meet the deadlines set by the teacher, further compounding their frustration.

Moreover, the reliance on multiple platforms for online learning, such as Google Classroom, WhatsApp,
and Zoom, creates confusion and additional challenges. Many students find it cumbersome to manage assignments
across different platforms, especially when they encounter difficulties with uploading or submitting their work.
When assignments are delayed or incorrectly submitted, it leads to confusion about deadlines and adds to the
students' stress, detracting from the learning experience.

Another significant issue is the boredom that students often feel during online lessons. Without the
traditional face-to-face interaction, many students lose interest in the material, especially when teachers do not
make the lessons engaging or interactive. Some students report feeling disengaged because they are only given
assignments without adequate explanations or mativation. This lack of teacher-student interaction leads to a sense
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of isolation and diminished learning outcomes. Students who previously thrived in a classroom environment may
struggle to stay focused or motivated when learning is delivered solely through digital platforms.

The absence of direct, in-person interaction with teachers further exacerbates the problem. Students may
not form a personal connection with their teachers, and the sense of detachment can make it difficult for them to
stay engaged with the material. This lack of connection can lead to apathy toward the subject matter, as students
feel that the learning experience is less meaningful or relevant to their lives. In many cases, this detachment
contributes to an increased preference for distractions, such as online games or social media, instead of focusing
on their studies.

Moreover, the reliance on smartphones and computers for learning has created additional difficulties for
students in certain socio-economic conditions. Many students, especially those from low-income families, struggle
with inadequate or unreliable devices. With smartphones breaking down frequently or needing multiple repairs,
students find themselves unable to access learning materials or submit assignments on time. This situation leads
to further frustration, as assignments and learning materials are often lost or inaccessible, and students are forced
to rely on patchy internet connections.

Furthermore, the lack of free internet access from the government exacerbates the divide between students
from different economic backgrounds. While some students have access to affordable or free data plans, many
others do not. This digital divide makes it difficult for all students to engage in the learning process equally, with
those from disadvantaged backgrounds falling behind.

Teachers, too, face difficulties in adapting to the e-learning environment. Without the ability to provide
immediate feedback or explanation in real-time, many teachers resort to giving assignments instead of providing
detailed lessons. This lack of explanation makes it harder for students to understand complex material, especially
in subjects like the History of Islamic Culture, where a nuanced understanding is required. The absence of in-
person motivation or guidance makes it easier for students to lose focus and fall behind.

In conclusion, while e-learning provides a necessary alternative during the pandemic, it also presents
numerous challenges that hinder the effectiveness of the learning process. From technical difficulties related to
signal and device issues to the lack of engagement and motivation, students face multiple barriers to successful
online learning. Additionally, the divide between those with reliable internet access and those without exacerbates
existing inequalities, further complicating the educational experience. To address these obstacles, there is a need
for better infrastructure, more creative and interactive teaching methods, and greater support for students who
struggle with access to technology.

The impact of this research can make a significant contribution to the preservation and understanding of
Islamic history and culture among the younger generation, especially through more accessible online learning
media. Online learning can facilitate the dissemination of knowledge about Islamic cultural heritage more widely
and inclusively, opening up opportunities for students from various backgrounds to obtain in-depth information.
However, this research also faces several limitations, including challenges in creating accurate and authentic
content and how to ensure equal access for all learners, especially for those living in areas with limited internet
connectivity. In addition, the diversity of interpretations of Islamic history can also be an obstacle in presenting
material objectively and balanced, which requires caution in the online learning approach so as not to cause
differences in understanding that are potentially controversial.

4. CONCLUSION

Based on the research conducted on the implementation of online learning in the subject of Islamic
Cultural History at State Islamic Senior High School 2 Cilacap, it can be concluded that online learning in this
subject uses the internet media to facilitate access to learning materials. Various applications such as e-learning
sites, Google Classroom, WhatsApp, and Google Forms are used to facilitate the learning process. The CBT
(Computer-Based Test) feature in e-learning is used to assess students' cognitive abilities. Teachers play an active
role in preparing learning materials that will be uploaded to the e-learning platform before learning begins. The
advantages of this online learning are that teachers can plan learning, prepare learning media, facilitate
communication in learning, and create a more relaxed learning atmosphere. However, there are several obstacles
faced, especially related to internet quota and signal problems that often interfere with the smoothness of the
teaching and learning process. In addition, the lack of student involvement is also a problem, because many
students do not listen to the teacher's explanation and some even sleep during online learning. Even so, the results
of the implementation of this online learning generally went well, where most students were able to follow the
learning smoothly. However, teachers realize that learning achievements are not perfect and still need
improvement to improve the quality of online learning in the future. In the future, it is hoped that online learning
can be further optimized so that learning objectives can be achieved more optimally. As a recommendation for
further research, further exploration is needed regarding the development of an online learning platform that is
adaptive to the needs of students with various levels of technology access, as well as how to enrich Islamic history
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material with an interactive approach involving various media such as video, gamification, and virtual discussions
to increase engagement and deeper understanding.
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