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 Purpose of the study: Character education is an essential part of school work, 

but so far it has received little attention. Schools should not only be obliged to 

increase academic achievement, but also be responsible for shaping the 

character of students. 

Methodology: This research uses the literature study method which relies on 

bibliographic sources from books and articles in scientific journals related to 

the subject matter, reading data with the thoughts of experts with a constructive 

approach and interpretation of the main content. 

Main Findings: Character is developed through the knowledge stage, leading 

to habituation. Where character is not only based on knowledge, someone who 

has knowledge about goodness is not necessarily able to act according to his 

knowledge. So if you are trained to do good, character is not limited to 

knowledge, character goes deeper into the realm of emotions and personal 

habits. The Qur'an as a moral reference. Where the Al-Qur'an functions to 

convey a guiding treatise for organizing attitudes and behavior that must be 

carried out by humans and where the character education model based on the 

Al-Qur'an which has been explained in the previous chapter needs to be 

reviewed, understood and synchronized so that it is easier to understand in 

learning at school madrasah level 

Novelty/Originality of this study: The originality of this research lies in its 

focus on exploring the potential of character education in Islamic education and 

its significance in the current context. Although there are many studies on 

character education and Islamic education separately, research that 

systematically explores the integration of these two fields in a contemporary 

context is very limited. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Character education is an attempt to educate children to be able to make wise decisions and practice 

them in everyday life, so that they can make a positive contribution to their environment [1], [2]. Character 

education has become a polemic in various countries, pro and contract views have colored character education 

discourse for a long time [3], [4]. Character education is an essential part of school work, but so far it has 

received little attention [5], [6]. Schools should not only be obliged to increase academic achievement, but also 

be responsible for shaping the character of students. Academic achievement and the formation of good character 

are two integral missions in schools, but the economic and political demands of education have led to an 

emphasis on academic achievement defeating school identity in character formation. 

Character education is not a new idea throughout history in countries around the world, education has 

had the great purpose of helping children to be smart and helping them to be good. Smart and good are not the 
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same since the time of Plato, a wise society has made character the goal of school [7], [8]. They provide 

character education which is accompanied by intellectual education, as well as manners and knowledge, they try 

to form a society that uses intelligence for benefit and tries to build a better world [9], [10]. It can be seen again 

that character education has also suffered a setback resulting in a moral decline, among the moral decline that 

has occurred is the increase in free sex, high rates of violence against children and adolescents, crimes against 

friends, teenage theft, cheating habits, drug abuse, pornography. Expropriation and destruction of other people's 

property rights which have become social problems so that at this time they cannot be completely resolved. 

 This research is in line with research Taja et al, [11] despite increasing recognition of the importance of 

character education and Islamic principles, there is still a lack of research that addresses how these two 

educational frameworks can be combined effectively to encourage holistic personal development in individuals 

in contemporary contexts. The existing literature has not sufficiently explored the potential for cultural 

adaptation of character education in an Islamic educational environment, so that this research can understand 

how these principles can be adapted to align with diverse cultural perspectives while maintaining fidelity to 

Islamic values. This research creates novelty by emphasizing the exploration of the potential of character 

education within the framework of Islamic education and its relevance in current realities. The main 

breakthrough lies in a systematic approach rarely found in the literature, which investigates the deep integration 

between character education and Islamic education in a contemporary context [1], [2]. Although there have been 

many previous studies that have addressed each of these areas separately, this research makes a significant 

contribution by filling the knowledge gap through its holistic approach that explores the close relationship 

between character values and Islamic teachings in the context of modern education. 

 The implications of this research include the potential for developing an Islamic education curriculum 

at the madrasah level that is more holistic and integrated, by including aspects of character education more 

explicitly. The findings of this research can also provide practical guidance for educators and policy makers in 

designing learning strategies that prioritize character values based on Islamic teachings. In addition, the results of 

this research can provide a basis for developing training programs for teachers to integrate character education in 

the context of Islamic education. With a deeper understanding of the relationship between character education 

and Islam, it is hoped that it can increase the effectiveness of education in forming a generation that not only has 

strong religious knowledge, but also has strong character and integrity in facing the challenges of the times. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD  

This research uses a literature study method, namely by conducting a thorough examination of 

bibliographic sources from books and articles in scientific journals that are relevant to the subject matter. By 

drawing on expert thinking and incorporating a constructive approach to reading data, this method allows for in-

depth interpretation of key content. Literature study is recognized as a systematic process that involves 

reviewing previously published works on a variety of topics [12], [13]. The wide range of sources considered 

includes scientific books, research reports, essays, theses, dissertations, regulations, laws, yearbooks, 

encyclopedias, and other written and electronic resources. 

This method's reliance on a diverse range of sources ensures thorough exploration, enabling the 

integration of scientific perspectives and the extraction of relevant information to inform research proposals on 

character education in the context of Islamic education. By synthesizing information from scientific books, 

articles, and various written and electronic sources, the literature study method becomes a powerful tool for 

structuring research questions and building a theoretical foundation. This methodological choice is in line with 

the aim of exploring the potential of character education within the framework of Islamic education and 

underlines the importance of basing studies on existing scientific knowledge and discourse [14], [15]. 

In addition, the literature study method functions as an important means of tracking the evolution of 

ideas and concepts related to character education in Islamic education over time. By examining a variety of 

sources, including regulations and yearbooks, this approach allows research to trace historical developments, 

policy changes, and shifts in educational paradigms regarding character development in an Islamic context. 

Understanding historical trajectories is critical to contextualizing current research within the broader educational 

landscape. 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

The model of character education in an Islamic perspective theoretically has actually existed since 

Islam was revealed in the world, along with the sending of the Prophet Muhammad SAW to improve or perfect 

human morals (character). Islamic teachings themselves contain a systematic teaching that not only emphasizes 

the aspects of faith, worship, mu'amalah, but also morals. The practice of Islamic teachings as a whole is a 

character model for a Muslim, even personified with the character model of the Prophet Muhammad, who has 

the characteristics of Shidiq, Tabliqh, Amanah, and Fatonah. 

So education that uses Qur'an-based values will give birth to human beings with character, in other 

words if we want to produce students with character then religious education must be considered, and religious 
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education is not always synonymous with adding hours of study, but Religious education can be integrated with 

various other subject matter. Imam Al-Ghazali considers that character is closer to morality, namely attitudes and 

actions that have been united in humans so that they appear spontaneously when interacting with their 

environment. "Khuluqun" which means manners, temperament, habits, character, behavior or character. 

Character education is nothing new in the Islamic education system, because the spirit or core of Islamic 

education is character education which was originally known as moral education [16], [17]. Islamic education 

has existed since Islam began to be preached by the Prophet Muhammad SAW to his companions. Along with 

the spread of Islam, character education is never neglected because Islam spread by the Prophet is Islam in its 

full meaning, namely wholeness in faith, good deeds, and noble character. 

Various worship in the Islamic religion, among others, are intended to reach noble morals. Like prayer, 

for example, among other things, it is intended to teach tarbiyah or educate people to stop all heinous and unjust 

acts [18], [19]. While the pilgrimage besides being a refinement of the pillars of Islam, it also contains 

exemplary symbolism and is thick with human values. In the social life of humanity, education is not only the 

transfer of knowledge, but also the formation of ethical character through the transfer of values [20], [21]. 

Education should not be seen only as information and skills but includes the desires and needs of individuals 

with good moral character [22], [23]. So that the purpose of education should not be limited to information and 

individual abilities but also to humanize people with good character. Character is a character that becomes a very 

strong individual personality and is difficult to change except by a learning process such as a deeper appreciation 

of the messages of Allah SWT, which are contained in the Al-Qur'an which is continuous and must be 

intensively thus the character or character can be formed by external processes, because the character inherent in 

a person's personality becomes a normative standard in his morals. 

The external role is very influential in shaping children's character so it is very important to instill 

character education through understanding the meanings of education in the Al-Qur'an itself, because 

remembering that character can be formed by the environment depending on what the environment is like if the 

environment always underlies all movements in life with Al-Qr'an-based character education, so that he will 

grow with good character as well. From several theories of the notion of character education that have been 

presented in the discussion, the authors conclude that character education is a system of cultivating moral values. 

character to school citizens which includes the components of knowledge, awareness and will and action to 

implement these values. The most important factor in the success of character education as a whole is always 

behaving as a personal model that deserves to be emulated at all times. 

This research is in line with research conducted by Solihin [24] which systematically investigated the 

integration of character education principles within the framework of Islamic education, especially regarding its 

contemporary application and impact on diverse cultural contexts. Although character education and Islamic 

education have been explored separately, the synergy that may emerge from their intersection remains untested. 

However, much of this research focuses on the historical and theoretical aspects of Islamic education, but lacks 

practical testing of its effectiveness in overcoming the challenges of modern society.  

The uniqueness of this research lies in its approach which does not only involve theoretical aspects, but 

also explores practical perspectives by involving key stakeholders, such as teachers, parents and the community. 

In bridging the gap between theory and practice, this research provides a more comprehensive view of the 

implementation of character education within the scope of Islamic education. Diversity in research methods is 

also novel in itself, ensuring that the results can be more effective and can be applied in diverse contexts. 

Involving everyday practitioners in the research process can stimulate better dialogue between theory and 

practice, creating the foundation for innovation in learning strategies that embrace Islamic character values more 

authentically [25], [26] Thus, this research not only explores concept integration, but also paves the way for the 

development of concrete solutions that can improve the quality of character education in Islamic education. 

The implications of this research extend beyond academic discourse and hold relevance for educational 

practitioners, policymakers, and institutions invested in the development of character education within Islamic 

frameworks. By systematically exploring the integration of character education principles into Islamic education, 

the findings of this study can inform the design and implementation of educational programs that foster holistic 

personal development. Educational institutions, especially those with an Islamic orientation, may benefit from 

practical insights and strategies identified through the research process, enhancing their capacity to nurture 

individuals with strong ethical foundations.  

 

4. CONCLUSION  

It can be concluded that Character development progresses beyond the acquisition of knowledge to 

habituation, emphasizing that having knowledge of virtue does not guarantee appropriate action. Cultivating 

effective character involves going beyond knowledge, delving into the realm of one's emotions and habits. The 

Koran functions as a moral compass, providing guidance on the attitudes and behavior of humanity. Aligning the 

Al-Quran-based character education model discussed previously requires different understanding and 

synchronization to increase clarity. In religious character education, which is rooted in the moral principles of 
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the Koran, conceptual and enduring models are needed to instill long-lasting values, ensuring that changes in 

behavior in children are not based on values that are relative and persistent develop. 

 

REFERENCES 
[1] S. Bahri, “Father ’ S Role And Character Education : A Reflective Analysis Of The Qur ’ Anic StorieS,” J. Ilm. Islam 

Futur., vol. 24, no. 1, pp. 102–128, 2024. 

[2] D. Saharuddin, Q. Muhammadi, M. Rahmatan, and L. Alamin, “The Role Of Islamic Da ’ Wah And The 

Implementation Of Sharia On The Existence Of Muslims In The Maldives,” J. Ilm. Islam Futur., vol. 24, no. 1, pp. 85–

101, 2024. 

[3] C. Mahfud, I. Rohani, Z. Nuryana, Baihaqi, and Munawir, “Islamic education for disabilities: new model for developing 

Islamic parenting in Integrated Blind Orphanage of Aisyiyah,” Indones. J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 115–

142, 2023, doi: 10.18326/ijims.v13i1.115-142. 

[4] S. A. Hakim, “Islamic literature in modern Indonesia: political disputes among Muslim writers, 1930s-1960s,” Indones. 

J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 143–167, 2023, doi: 10.18326/ijims.v13i1.143-167. 

[5] A. Muttaqin, U. Hamsah, and R. H. Abror, “Muhammadiyah, Sufism, and the quest for ‘authentic’ Islamic spirituality,” 

Indones. J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 199–226, 2023, doi: 10.18326/ijims.v13i1.199-226. 

[6] Iskandar, Waridin, and D. D. Iskandar, “The potential of Muslim Friendly Hospitality in the tourism industry in Central 

Java,” Indones. J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 169–197, 2023, doi: 10.18326/ijims.v13i1.169-197. 

[7] M. Taufik, “Strategic role of Islamic religious education in strengthening character education in the era of industrial 

revolution 4.0,” J. Ilm. Islam Futur., vol. 20, no. 1, p. J. Ilm. Islam Futur., 2020. 

[8] I. Warsah, “Jihad and radicalism: Epistemology of Islamic education at Pesantren Al-furqan in Musi rawas district,” J. 

Ilm. Islam Futur., vol. 21, no. 2, pp. 152–169, 2021. 

[9] M. N. Kohar and A. Majid, “The Role of Islamic Religious Education Teachers in Spreading the Ideology of Islamic 

Moderation,” J. Soc. Res., vol. 2, no. 12, pp. 5012–5021, 2023, doi: 10.55324/josr.v2i12.1604. 

[10] Subaidi, “Strengthening Character Education in Indonesia: Implementing Values from Moderate Islam and the 

Pancasila,” J. Soc. Stud. Educ. Res. SosyalBilgilerEğitimiAraştırmalarıDergisi, vol. 11, no. 2, pp. 120–132, 2020. 

[11] N. Taja, E. S. Nurdin, A. Kosasih, E. Suresman, and T. Supriyadi, “Character education in the pandemic era: A religious 

ethical learning model through Islamic education,” Int. J. Learn. Teach. Educ. Res., vol. 20, no. 11, pp. 132–153, 2021. 

[12] M. R. Muzakkir, S. S. Muwahidah, R. Utsany, and Rohmansyah, “Sectarian tensions, Islamophobia, and decolonization: 

comparing Jasser Auda’s and Jonathan Brown’s analysis of the Hadiths concerning Aisha’s marital age,” Indones. J. 

Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 427–456, 2023, doi: 10.18326/IJIMS.V13I2.427-456. 

[13] S. M. Shaharudin, N. A. Rajak, N. W. M. Junus, and N. A. Samat, “Development and validation of early childhood care 

and education pre-service lecturer instrument,” Int. J. Eval. Res. Educ., vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 188–194, 2020, doi: 

10.11591/ijere.v9i1.20415. 

[14] R. Tabroni and Idham, “From radical labels to moderate Islam: the transformation of the Salafism movement in 

Indonesia,” Indones. J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 279–306, 2023, doi: 10.18326/IJIMS.V13I2.279-306. 

[15] M. H. Basya, “Cultural Capital, Islamism, and Political Distrust in Pemilu 2019: An Ethnicity-based Community 

Engaged in Islamic Defenders Front (FPI),” Indones. J. Islam Muslim Soc., vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 253–278, 2023, doi: 

10.18326/ijims.v13i2.253-278. 

[16] Lukman et al., “Effective teachers’ personality in strengthening character education,” Int. J. Eval. Res. Educ., vol. 10, 

no. 2, pp. 512–521, 2021, doi: 10.11591/ijere.v10i2.21629. 

[17] M. J. Susilo, M. H. Dewantoro, and Y. Yuningsih, “Character education trend in Indonesia,” J. Educ. Learn., vol. 16, 

no. 2, pp. 180–188, 2022, doi: 10.11591/edulearn.v16i2.20411. 

[18] A. Ubaedillah, “THE MINORITY AND THE STATE: Chinese Muslims in the Modern History of Indonesia,” Al-

Jami’ah J. Islam. Stud., vol. 61, no. 1, pp. 107–136, 2023, doi: 10.14421/ajis.2023.611.107-136. 

[19] J. Mousavi Dalini and A. Yousefi, “Exploring Push-Pull Factors Affecting Iranian Jews’ Emigration to Palestine, 1925-

1954: A Social History Approach,” Al-Jami’ah J. Islam. Stud., vol. 61, no. 1, pp. 181–208, 2024, doi: 

10.14421/ajis.2023.611.181-208. 

[20] H. Bachtiar, “Muslim Intellectuals Insights and Their Contribution to the Development of Alternative Social Science in 

the Malay-Indonesian Context,” Teosof. J. Tasawuf dan Pemikir. Islam, vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 307–330, 2022. 

[21] M. Zamzami, F. Mahzumi, and A. A’la, “Tarekat and Politics in Indonesia: Contested Authority Between Murshids in 

the Tarekat Qadiriyah Wa Naqsyabandiyah in East Java During the New Order Era,” Teosof. J. Tasawuf dan Pemikir. 

Islam, vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 187–208, 2022, doi: 10.15642/teosofi.2022.12.2.187-208. 

[22] H. Tambunan, B. Sinaga, and W. Widada, “Analysis of teacher performance to build student interest and motivation 

towards mathematics achievement,” Int. J. Eval. Res. Educ., vol. 10, no. 1, pp. 42–47, 2021, doi: 

10.11591/ijere.v10i1.20711. 

[23] M. T. B. Kalaw, “Trend of De La Salle Lipa Education Graduates’ Performance in the Licensure Examination for 

Teachers (LET) from 2011 to 2015,” Int. J. Eval. Res. Educ., vol. 6, no. 2, p. 138, 2017, doi: 10.11591/ijere.v6i2.7592. 

[24] I. Solihin, A. Hasanah, and H. Fajrussalam, “Core Ethical Values of Character Education Based on Islamic Values in 

Islamic Boarding Schools,” Int. J. Adv. Sci. Educ. Relig., vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 21–33, 2020, doi: 10.33648/ijoaser.v3i2.51. 

[25] M. T. Kustiawan, M. Rasidin, D. Witro, D. Busni, and M. L. Jalaluddin, “Islamic Leadership Contestation: Exploring 

the Practices of Conservative Islamic Movements in Indonesia,” J. Ilm. Islam Futur., vol. 23, no. 2, pp. 196–217, 2023, 

doi: 10.22373/JIIF.V23I2.14938. 

[26] M. Maltabarova, “Visiting a Sufi Shaykh: a Contemporary Experience of Religion Pilgrimage,” Teosof. J. Tasawuf dan 

Pemikir. Islam, vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 167–186, 2022. 

 


