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 Purpose of the study: This study aims to analyze the impact of student character 

values that have not been identified as Independent Curriculum Class IV Science 

Teacher's Book. 

Methodology: The method used is qualitative. Researchers use a document 

study instrument to collect the required literature, such as soft books/hard books, 

and others. The sample used in this study was class IV science subjects in the 

Independent Curriculum teacher's book. 

Main Findings: This study shows that in class IV, several character values are 

not found in students. This is because the teaching and learning process is not 

directed at these character values. This hurts students, affecting the learning 

process in class and when students are in their environment. 

Novelty/Originality of this study: The latest from this study is to analyze the 

character value of students in elementary schools in aspects of the independent 

curriculum. 

Keywords: 

Character Values 

Curriculum Merdeka 

Science 

 

 

 

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC license 

 

Corresponding Author: 

Yusnidar,  

Faculty of Teaching and Education, Universitas Jambi, Jambi, Indonesia 

Jl. Lintas Jambi-Ma.Bulian, Km. 15 Muaro Jambi, Jambi, Indonesia, 36361 

Email: yusnidar@unja.ac.id   

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Education has a very important role in developing Human Resources. In developing Human Resources 

it must be focused on increasing the productivity and efficiency of the human itself [1], [2]. In addition, 

education is a process in making students actualize themselves in everyday life [3], [4]. One of the functions of 

national education in Indonesia is to shape the character of the younger generation as stipulated in the National 

Education System Law number 20 of 2003 [5], [6]. In the world of education, the curriculum has a very 

important role and the curriculum currently used is the Independent Curriculum. 

The merdeka curriculum is a policy issued by the Ministry of Education and Culture for the recovery of 

learning due to the pandemic that has hit the world, especially Indonesia [7], [8]. The change in the 2013 

Curriculum to become an Merdeka Curriculum is a government effort to reform national education[9], [10]. By 

using the Merdeka Curriculum, you can choose the optimal method so that you can continue the learning process 

comfortably [11], [12]. The Merdeka Curriculum can answer the needs of the 21st century through character 

education. 

Currently character education is very important to develop. Character education is a very important part 

for students because they will become wise successors in leading the nation and state [13],[14]. Character 

education in 21st century skills is very important in achieving future success [15]-[17]. Also can help students in 

developing the important traits that exist in him [18], [19]. So that character education needs to be taught in 

every subject, one of which is science. 
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Science subjects can be used as a means to develop character education for students if the learning 

process goes well. IPAS is a subject that combines Natural Sciences and Social Sciences and is a new subject in 

the merdeka curriculum. The character values used are the character values contained in Pancasila [20]-[22]. Its 

values are religious, love of the motherland, humanity, justice and social spirit [23]-[25]. Character education 

programs in schools are aimed at students who are ethical, moral and responsible [27]. Doing this program can 

build student character values in science subjects. 

Research on the analysis of character values in science subjects has been carried out by [28], [29]. 

explains that character education can be taught and helps the formation of character and ethical values. Because 

education has an important role in shaping the character of students [30]-[32]. However, teachers sometimes 

experience difficulties in integrating character values in learning [33], [34]. Because of these problems, training 

will be held for teachers so they can teach character education to students. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in conducting this research with the aim 

that the researcher can identify character values that students do not have where these values have been 

determined by the teacher. The formulation of the problem in this research is what character values are identified 

in science subjects. The variable used in this research is character value. With this research, it is hoped that the 

character that exists in students can really emerge. Based on the description above, the researcher is interested in 

raising the title of this research. 

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

This study uses a qualitative method. In qualitative research it is focused on understanding and 

observing a phenomenon that occurs in research subjects [35]. Types of qualitative research, such as 

phenomenology, ethnography, narrative approach, grounded theory, content analysis, and others [36]. In this 

qualitative method, researchers will use a type of research in the form of a documentation study. Documentation 

study is a research method that involves collecting data from various documents, notes, or other written sources 

to analyze the information contained in those documents. 

The population is all groups of people who have certain characteristics [37]. The research subjects were 

character values in grade IV science subjects in the Independent Curriculum Science Teacher's book. The 

teacher's book will be reviewed and grouped into several aspects that will be analyzed, namely material, 

questions, and assignments then mapped out in Table 1. A literature search and previous research can support 

this research. After searching for relevant literature and research, reviewing teacher books found 18 character 

values that need to be instilled in students during the teaching and learning process. 

The research instrument used by researchers is documentation or document analysis techniques. In 

collecting data rely more on secondary sources such as books, articles, and others [38]. Therefore, researchers 

collect data - data sourced from books - books such as softbooks, hardbooks, and other literature. 

In this research, qualitative data analysis will be used to identify the character values that students will 

acquire. Researchers will identify the Independent Curriculum IPS teacher's book, what character values are 

contained in the aspects being analyzed, namely material, questions and assignments. Data analysis in 

documentation study research involves the process of collecting, organizing, evaluating, and interpreting 

information contained in documents or other written sources. Data analysis in documentation study research 

allows researchers to uncover valuable insights and understanding from existing written sources, without the 

need to collect primary data. 

In this research, there are three activities to be carried out. The first activity is the grouping of 

characters which will be analyzed from several aspects, namely material, questions, and assignments. What will 

be done next is to conduct a literature review by collecting the required sources, such as books or journals. The 

final step is to identify the character values that are instilled in students during the teaching and learning process. 

The research procedure in data collection can be described as follows 

 
Figure 1. Research procedure 

 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

There are 18 character values that students must have. Based on the Science Independent Curriculum 

teacher's book, 18 student character values will be analyzed from several aspects, such as materials, questions 

and assignments. In the three aspects analyzed, there are several character values that have been achieved by 

students and there are also character values that have not been achieved by students. The character values that 
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have been analyzed through the Independent Teacher Curriculum Book for Class IV IPA so that the character 

values analyzed can be seen in Table 1 below. 

 

Table 1. Character Values Found in Science Subjects 

Character 
Analysis 

Content (Material) Question Assignment (Project) 

Honest ✓ ✓  

Tolerance ✓  ✓ 

Discipline ✓  ✓ 

Hard work ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Creative ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Independent ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Democratic ✓   

Curiosity ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Spirit of nationality ✓   

Love the Motherland   ✓ 

Appreciate Achievements ✓  ✓ 

Friendly/Communicative ✓  ✓ 

Love peace ✓   

Like to read ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Environmental care ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Responsibility  ✓ ✓ 

 

Based on Table 1 above, it is known that the character values in analyzing the material are honest, 

tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, democracy, curiosity, national spirit, respect for 

achievement, friendly/communicative, peace-loving, fond of reading, care for the environment and 

responsibility. The characters contained when analyzing the questions are honest, hardworking, creative, 

independent, curious, fond of reading, caring for the environment and responsibility. Furthermore, the characters 

contained when analyzing the project are tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, curiosity, love 

of the motherland, respect for achievement, friendly/communicative, fond of reading, caring for the environment 

and responsibility. Furthermore, the characters contained when analyzing the project are tolerance, discipline, 

hard work, creative, independent, curiosity, love of the motherland, respect for achievement, 

friendly/communicative, fond of reading, caring for the environment and responsibility. Character values that 

were not found in conducting material analysis, problem analysis, and project task analysis can be seen in Table 

2 as follows. 

 

Table 2. Character Values that are not Found in Science Subjects 

Character 
Analysis 

Content (Material) Question Assignment (Project) 

Religious – – – 

Social Care – – – 

 

Based on Table 2 it can be seen that the characters in the analysis of the material, questions, and project 

assignments the character values that were not found were religious and socially caring characters. 

After being analyzed in Table 1 shows the character values found in students in material analysis, 

problem analysis and project task analysis. From the results of the analyze it can be seen that the material only 

fulfills the character values of honesty, tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, independent, democracy, 

curiosity, national spirit, respect for achievement, friendly/communicative, love peace, like to read, care for the 

environment and responsibility. Then in analyzing the character values that are fulfilled, namely honest, hard 

work, creative, independent, curiosity, fond of reading, caring for the environment and responsibility. 

Furthermore, the characters contained when analyzing the project are tolerance, discipline, hard work, creative, 

independent, curiosity, love of the motherland, respect for achievement, friendly/communicative, fond of 

reading, caring for the environment and responsibility. 

The large number of character values that have not been fulfilled in science subjects causes the learning 

process to not go well. The impact of implementing internalization in character building is habituation to the 

activities carried out by students [39]. In the formation of character values in students, the government also has a 

role that is carried out starting from education [40].  

The results shown in Table 2 show that character values are not instilled in students of grade IV IPA in 

the Mrerdeka Curriculum. These values are religious values and social care, where these values are very 
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important values in developing student character. To fulfill all unidentified character values, the teacher must 

provide literature that can foster character values. 

Religion in human life is very important, especially in education. Religious character is a character that 

contains the human inner life in religion and one's experience in living religion. [41], [42]. With a lack of 

religious character in students, the learning process will not be optimal so that it will hinder the achievement of 

educational goals [43]. Many factors cause the absence of character values in students, one of which is the lack 

of delivery of these character values by the teacher [44].  In the absence of religious character values, the teacher 

can carry out religious habituation or can use books that have religious material so that it is expected to increase 

the religious character of students 

This character value analysis research has been carried out previously by [45] and it was found that 

there are two values with the highest appearance. Analysis of Character Value Loadings in 2013 Curriculum 

Textbooks collected by Elementary School Teachers and Students, namely the character values of self-

confidence and caring. These two character values are widely used. focus on instilling character values in open 

book learning in the 2013 Curriculum for class V semester. In line with this research, the latest is the analysis of 

students' character values in elementary schools which involves evaluating and understanding the development 

of character aspects that are important in shaping children's personalities. Character education in elementary 

schools does not only focus on academic aspects, but also on the formation of positive moral, social and 

personality values. 

Social concerns in human life are very important, especially in education and everyday life. Social care 

is the behavior of a person or group to care about the surrounding environment [46], [47]. The fading of students' 

social caring character values towards their environment will affect the child's social development process [48]. 

Due to the lack of social caring character values, teachers can provide examples of ways or actions in caring for 

their environment. The research recommendation is for the younger generation to have even better character 

values. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Based on the results obtained, researchers can conclude that the three aspects studied are material 

analysis, problem analysis, and project assignment analysis in the Independent Curriculum Class IV Science 

Teacher's Book. And for character values that have not been identified, there are two, namely religious values 

and social care. The characters contained when analyzing the questions are honest, hardworking, creative, 

independent, curious, likes to read, cares about the environment and is responsible. Furthermore, the characters 

contained when analyzing the project are tolerance, discipline, hard work, creativity, independence, curiosity, 

love of the country, respect for achievements, friendly/communicative, like to read, care about the environment 

and responsibility.  
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